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“Businesses as usual” not the solution for

Africa’s increasing food crisis

A radical approach the only way to safeguard present and future
food security, says IAASTD Report

Nairobi, February 20, 2009: Immediate measures have to be taken to safeguard Africa’s
growing population from the ravages of the food crisis, a report launched today by the
International Assessment on Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology for
Development (IAASTD) says. The report’s launch comes as a culmination of a three
year assessment on agricultural knowledge and practices across five key sub-global
regions, and provides a roadmap towards a more sustainable and equitable future.

Speaking at panel session on agriculture and food security at the ongoing UNEP Global
Council in Nairobi, JAASTD Director Robert Watson emphasized the need for
governments to take a proactive lead in addressing food security concerns. “If we
persist with business as usual, the world’s people will not be fed adequately over the
next 50 years. Business as usual will result in further degradation of the environment
and further widening of the gap between those who have and those who don’t”, he said.

The event was organized by the US-based non-profit organization, Island Press,
publisher of the IAASTD Reports, and a trusted source for environmental information
and solutions. Commenting on the launch, Chuck Savitt, President and co-founder of
Island Press said, “This discussion today is a reflection of our commitment to make a
positive difference by contributing fresh insights towards addressing the pressing
environmental problems of the day. As in other parts of the world, we strive to create
and support communities of teachers, scientists, policymakers, communicators, and
citizen activists in Africa who are passionate about the natural world and are
empowered by access to innovative ideas to protect it."

The IAASTD Report consists of seven volumes including five sub-global assessments:
Central and West Asia and North Africa (CWANA), East and South Asia and the Pacific
(ESAP), Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), North America and Europe (NAE) and
Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA); each of these sub-global assessments address the unique
challenges in each region.



In Sub-Saharan Africa, it is estimated that some 315 million people — half the continent’s
population live in abject poverty, unable to meet their daily nutritional requirements.
Increasing agricultural productivity remains a priority for the region, given the very low
yields and widening hunger, poverty and malnutrition. In its Sub-Saharan Africa
Report, the IAASTD outlines unique challenges and options that need to be addressed,
in order to boost food security.

It provides evidence for the integrated analysis of the main concerns necessary to
achieve development and sustainability goals. It addresses the role of agricultural
knowledge, science and technology in reducing hunger and poverty, improving rural
livelihoods, and facilitating equitable environmentally, socially, and economically
sustainable development. It is anchored on eight cross-cutting themes: bio-energy,
biotechnology, climate change, human health, natural resource management, trade and
markets, traditional and local knowledge and community-based innovation, and women
in agriculture

The TAASTD was initiated by the World Bank and the UN Food and Agricultural
Organisation in 2002 to analyse the potential of agricultural knowledge, science and
technology for reducing hunger and poverty, improving rural livelihoods, and working
towards environmentally, socially and economically sustainable development.

THE 22 KEY FINDINGS OF IAASTD AT-A-GLANCE

1. PRODUCTION INCREASES: Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology
(AKST) has contributed to substantial increases in agricultural production over
time, contributing to food security.

2. UNEVEN BENEFITS: People have benefited unevenly from these yield increases

3. NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES: Emphasis on increasing yields and productivity
has in some cases had negative consequences on environmental sustainability.

4. ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION: The environmental shortcomings of

agricultural practice [is] increasing deforestation and overall degradation.

5. INCREASED DEMAND EXPECTED: Global cereal demand is projected to
increase by 75% between 2000 and 2050 and global meat demand is expected to
double.

6. MULTIFUNCTIONALITY OF AGRICULTURE: Agriculture operates within
complex systems and is multifunctional in its nature.

7. STRENGTHEN AGROECOLOGICAL SCIENCES: An increase and
strengthening of AKST towards agroecological sciences will contribute to
addressing environmental issues while maintaining and increasing productivity.

8. REDIRECT AKST: Strengthening and redirecting the generation and delivery of
AKST will contribute to addressing a range of persistent socioeconomic
inequities,
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INVOLVE WOMEN: Greater and more effective involvement of women and use
of their knowledge, skills and experience will advance progress towards
sustainability and development goals and a strengthening and redirection of
AKST to address gender issues will help achieve this.

BUILD ON EXISITING KNOWLEDGE: [using] more innovative and integrated
applications of existing knowledge, science and technology (formal, traditional
and community-based).

USE NEW AKST APPROPRIATELY: Some challenges will be resolved
primarily by development and appropriate application of new and emerging
AKST.

RESEARCH FOCUS ON SMALL-SCALE: Targeting small-scale agricultural
systems helps realize existing opportunities.

CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR POOR FARMERS: Significant pro-poor
progress requires creating opportunities for innovation and entrepreneurship,
which explicitly target resource poor farmers and rural laborers.

DIFFICULT POLICY CHOICES: Decisions around small-scale farm
sustainability pose difficult policy choices.

PUBLIC POLICY AND REGULATION CRITICAL: Public policy, regulatory
frameworks and international agreements are critical to implementing more
sustainable agricultural practices.

NEW INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS REQUIRED: Innovative
institutional arrangements are essential to the successful design and adoption of
ecologically and socially sustainable agricultural systems.

NEGATIVE IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE: Opening national
agricultural markets to international competition can lead to long term negative
effects on poverty alleviation, food security and the environment.

EXPORT AGRICULTURE UNSUSTAINABLE: Intensive export oriented
agriculture has adverse consequences such as exportation of soil nutrients and
water, unsustainable soil or water management, or exploitative labour
conditions.

CRUCIAL CHOICES: The choice of relevant approaches to adoption and
implementation of agricultural innovation is crucial for achieving development
and sustainability goals.

MORE INVESTMENT IN MULTIFUNCTIONALITY: More and better-targeted
AKST investments, explicitly taking into account the multifunctionality of
agriculture.

CODES OF CONDUCT NEEDED: Codes of conduct by universities and
research institutes can help avoid conflicts of interest and maintain focus when
private funding complements public sector funds.

MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES REQUIRED: Diverse voices and
perspectives and a multiplicity of scientifically well-founded options, through,
for example, the inclusion of social scientists in policy and practice of AKST.



About IAASTD:

The International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD) is a
unique international effort that evaluated the relevance, quality and effectiveness of agricultural
knowledge, science, and technology (AKST); and effectiveness of public and private sector policies as well
as institutional arrangements in relation to AKST. The purpose of IAASTD was to assess agricultural
knowledge, science and technology (AKST) in order to use AKST more effectively to reduce hunger and
poverty, improve rural livelihoods, and facilitate equitable, environmentally, socially and economically
sustainable development. The project is a major global initiative, developed out of a three year consultative
process involving 400 participants and 110 countries from all regions of the world.. The IAASTD was
launched as an intergovernmental process, with a multi-stakeholder Bureau, under the co-sponsorship of
the FAO, GEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, the World Bank and WHO. Learn more about the IAASTD,
how it has come about at http://www.agassessment.org. The seven volume Reports are available at Island
Press.org

About Island Press:
ISLAND PRESS, a US-based mnon-profit organization, founded in 1984, stimulates, shapes, and
communicates the ideas that are essential for solvin

Through cutting-edge publishing projects that includes 800 books in print - translated into 20 languages -
and innovative programs, complemented with outreach initiatives that are recognized by leaders around the
globe as a key resource for multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed information and solutions for scientists,
policymakers, environmental advocates, the media, and the general public. www.islandpress.org.

Contact Details: For further information on IAASTD or one-on-one interactions with
participants/panelists, please contact:

Mercy Randa - Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide on +254 733 229542 / +254 20 2717748
Email: Mercy.Randa@ogilvy.co.ke

Julie Otieno — Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide on +254 722 775394 / +254 20 2717748
Email: Julie.Otieno@ogilvy.co.ke
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