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Creating Vibrant  
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Historic Districts 
By Ned Crankshaw  

 

“This is truly a book for these times. Crankshaw’s approach, 

recognizing and relishing each building, storefront, sidewalk, park 

or square space as an individual expression of the local people, opens the door to a new 

sustainability.” –Fred Kent, president, Project for Public Spaces. 

 

(WASHINGTON, OCTOBER)—Restoring elements of historic districts and enhancing public 

spaces help cities become more accessible, dynamic and sustainable. In Creating Vibrant Public 

Spaces: Streetscape Design in Commercial and Historic Districts (published September 30, 2008 by 

Island Press, cloth: $70.00, ISBN: 9781597264822, paper: $35.00, ISBN: 9781597264839), author 

Ned Crankshaw looks at the ways that historic urban centers can be revitalized in order to build 

more attractive, livable towns and cities.  

 

“Streetscape design can be trivialized as a decorative effort, but it is the design of the system 

that connects people and places and in fact creates many of the places that make a town 

memorable,” writes Crankshaw.  

 

With clear examples and explanations enhanced by photos, Crankshaw describes the history of 

planning for urban centers, showing how aspects such as green spaces and pedestrian 

walkways became integrated into design. The book also provides guidelines on designing 

downtown elements such as pedestrian paths, parking, lighting, trees, and public art. 

 

Crankshaw argues that design and planning efforts should focus on renewing authentic city 

centers in ways that are compatible with the city’s character and contemporary design—instead 

of on “compact town centers” located in the suburbs. Restoring these public spaces will help to 

restore the health and vibrancy of streets and public spaces by reducing commutes and building 

more cohesive communities.  



 

Ned Crankshaw is an associate professor of landscape architecture at the University of 

Kentucky. He has written about streetscape design in historic commercial districts in numerous 

journals and magazines. 

 

Island Press was established in 1984 to stimulate, shape, and communicate the ideas that are 

essential for solving environmental problems. Publishing approximately 40 books and other 

information tools a year, we use a multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed approach that brings 

practical solutions to complex challenges like climate change, the depletion of our oceans, 

sustainable energy and agriculture, and species extinction. A nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, 

Island Press publishes for scientists, policy makers, environmental practitioners, students, 

journalists, and the general public.  

Island Press – Solutions that inspire change. 

 

F O R  A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  

To request review copies of Creating Vibrant Public Spaces, please contact Caroline Dobuzinskis 

at 202.232.7933, ext. 12 or via email at cdobuzinskis@islandpress.org.  

 

If you review or otherwise mention Creating Vibrant Public Spaces in your publication, please 

forward two tearsheets to: Caroline Dobuzinskis, Island Press, 1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 

Suite 300, Washington, DC 20009-1148 
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