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John L. Renne, Ph.D., AICP, is Director of the Merritt C. Becker Jr. University of New 
Orleans Transportation Institute and Associate Professor in the Department of Planning 
and Urban Studies at the University of New Orleans.  He is also Managing Director of The 
TOD Group, LLC. 
 
Billy Fields, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at Texas 
State University. 

EDITORS’ RESIDENCES: New Orleans, Louisiana; Austin, Texas
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Edited by John L. Renne and Billy Fields
Foreword by Gilbert E. Carmichael

Transport Beyond Oil
Policy Choices for a Multimodal Future

Seventy percent of the oil America uses each year goes to transportation.  In 
Transport Beyond Oil, leading experts show how to slash that statistic and 
reduce our dependence on fossil fuels.            

The authors demonstrate that smarter development and land-use decisions, 
paired with better transportation systems, can dramatically lower energy 
consumption. John Renne calculates how oil can be saved through a future 
with more transit-oriented development. Petra Todorovitch examines the 
promise of high-speed rail. Peter Newman envisions 100% oil-free cities 
through the development of electric-transit, renewable natural gas, and other 
sustainable energy sources. Additional topics include funding transit, freight 
transport, and nonmotorized transportation systems. Each chapter provides 
policy prescriptions and their measurable results. 

Transport Beyond Oil delivers practical solutions, based on quantitative 
data. This fact-based approach offers a new vision of travel that is both 
transformational and achievable.

A game-changing vision for sustainable transportation in the U.S.

Land Use Planning | March 2013  
8.5 X 10 | 328 pages. |  Island Press Short 
Paper: $40.00 978-1-61091-043-9  
E-Book: $39.99 978-1-59726-242-2  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Sustainability and Cities
Peter Newman and 
Jeffrey Kentworthy
7 x 10 | 464 pages | 1999
Paper: $60.00
978-1-55936-660-5

The Transit Metropolis
Robert Cervero
7 x 10 | 480 pages | 1998
Paper: $55.00
978-1-55936-591-2

Of related interest 

New
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The Worldwatch Institute

State of the World 2013
Is Sustainability Still Possible?

Every day, we are presented with a range of “sustainable” products and 
activities—from “green” cleaning supplies to carbon offsets—but with so much 
labeled as “sustainable,” the term has become essentially sustainababble, at best 
indicating a practice or product slightly less damaging than the conventional 
alternative. Is it time to abandon the concept altogether, or can we find an 
accurate way to measure sustainability? If so, how can we achieve it? And if 
not, how can we best prepare for the coming ecological decline? 

In the latest edition of Worldwatch Institute’s State of the World series, scientists, 
policy experts, and thought leaders tackle these questions, attempting to restore 
meaning to sustainability as more than just a marketing tool. In State of the World 
2013: Is Sustainability Still Possible?, experts define clear sustainability metrics 
and examine various policies and perspectives, including geoengineering, 
corporate transformation, and changes in agricultural policy, that could put 
us on the path to prosperity without diminishing the well-being of future 
generations. If these approaches fall short, the final chapters explore ways 
to prepare for drastic environmental change and resource depletion, such as 
strengthening democracy and societal resilience, protecting cultural heritage, 
and dealing with increased conflict and migration flows. 

State of the World 2013 cuts through the rhetoric surrounding sustainability, 
offering a broad and realistic look at how close we are to fulfilling it today and 
which practices and policies will steer us in the right direction. This book will 
be especially useful for policymakers, environmental nonprofits, and students 
of environmental studies, sustainability, or economics.

A comprehensive look at the practices and policies that will steer us toward 

sustainability—and ways to prepare if these approaches fall short

Ecosystem Science & Management
Energy & Climate
April 2013 | 7 X 9.25 |  292 pages. 
Island Press Trade 
Paperback: $22.00 978-1-61091-449-9  
E-Book: $21.99 978-1-61091-458-1   
Selling Territory: Worldwide

State of the World 2012
The Worldwatch Institute
7 x 9.25 | 272 pages | 2012
Paper: $22.00
978-1-61091-037-8

Sustainability Indicators
Edited by Tomás Hák et. 
al.
6 x 9 | 448 pages | 2007
Paper: $50.00
978-1-59726-131-9

Founded in 1974 by farmer and economist Lester Brown, Worldwatch was the first 
independent research institute devoted to the analysis of global environmental concerns. 
Worldwatch quickly became recognized by opinion leaders around the world for its 
accessible, fact-based analysis of critical global issues. Now under the leadership of 
population expert and author Robert Engelman, Worldwatch develops innovative solutions 
to intractable problems, emphasizing a blend of government leadership, private sector 
enterprise, and citizen action that can make a sustainable future a reality.

Of related interest 

New
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The Worldwatch Institute

Vital Signs 2013

From meat consumption to automobile production to hydropower, Vital 
Signs 2013 documents over two dozen trends that are shaping our future in 
concise analyses and clear tables and graphs. The twentieth volume of the 
Worldwatch Institute series demonstrates that while remarkable progress has 
been made over the past year, much remains to be done to get the planet on a 
more sustainable track.

Worldwide, people are waking up to the realities of a resource-constrained 
planet: investments and subsidies for renewable energy have reached new 
heights, consumers are slowly shifting away from meat-heavy diets, and 
new employment structures like co-operatives are democratizing the global 
economy. Yet with over 1 billion people lacking access to electricity, natural 
disasters that are more costly than ever before, and an adherence to the factory 
farm model of food production, it is clear that many obstacles loom on the 
horizon.  

Covering a wide range of environmental, economic, and social themes, Vital 
Signs 2013 is the go-to source for straightforward data and analyses on the 
latest issues facing an increasingly crowded planet. By placing each trend 
within a global framework, Vital Signs 2013 identifies the solutions we need to 
transition toward a more sustainable world.  

Tracking key trends in the environment, agriculture, energy, society, and the 

economy to inform and inspire the changes needed to build a sustainable world

Energy & Climate | July 2013 
7 X 9.25 | 136 pages. | Island Press Short 
Paperback: $18.99 978-1-61091-456-7 
E-Book: $18.99 978-1-61091-457-4  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Vital Signs 2012
The Worldwatch Institute
7 x 9.25 | 136 pages | 2012
Paper: $18.99
978-1-61091-371-3

Cooler Smarter
The Union of Concerned 
Scientists
6 x 9 | 336 pages | 2012
Paper: $22.00
978-1-61091-192-4

Of related interest 

New
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June Williamson

Foreword by Ellen Dunham-Jones

Designing Suburban Futures
New Models from Build a Better Burb

Suburbs deserve a better, more resilient future. June Williamson shows that 
suburbs aren’t destined to remain filled with strip malls and excess parking 
lots; they can be reinvigorated through inventive design. Drawing on award-
winning design ideas for revitalizing Long Island, she offers valuable models 
not only for U.S. suburbs, but also those emerging elsewhere with global 
urbanization.

Williamson argues that suburbia has historically been a site of great 
experimentation and is currently primed for exciting changes. Today, dead 
malls, aging office parks, and blighted apartment complexes are being 
retrofitted into walkable, sustainable communities. Williamson shows how to 
expand this trend, highlighting promising design strategies and tactics.

She provides a broad vision of suburban reform based on the best schemes 
submitted in Long Island’s highly successful “Build a Better Burb” competition. 
Many of the design ideas and plans operate at a regional scale, tackling systems 
such as transit, aquifer protection, and power generation. While some seek 
to fundamentally transform development patterns, others work with existing 
infrastructure to create mixed-use, shared networks.

Designing Suburban Futures offers concrete but visionary strategies to take 
the sprawl out of suburbia, creating a vibrant, new suburban form. It will be 
especially useful for urban designers, architects, landscape architects, land use 
planners, local policymakers and NGOs, citizen activists, students of urban 
design, planning, architecture, and landscape architecture.

Inspiring strategies to revitalize suburbia

Land Use Planning | April 2013 
8 X 10 | 160 pages. | Four-color 
Island Press Short 
Hardcover: $70.00 978-1-61091-197-9 
Paper: $35.00 978-1-59726-241-5  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Sprawl Repair Manual
Galina Tachieva
7.75 x 9.875 | 304 pages 
2010
Paper: $49.50
978-1-59726-732-8

Reshaping Metropolitan 
America
Arthur C. Nelson
6 x 9 | 200 pages | 2013
Paper: $35.00
978-1-61091-033-0

June Williamson is Associate Professor in the Spitzer School of Architecture at The City 
College of New York. She is coauthor, with Ellen Dunham-Jones, of Retrofitting Suburbia 
(9780470934326).

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: New York, New York

Of related interest 

New



Richard W. Willson is s Professor in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning at 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona.

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Pomona, California.
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Richard W. Willson

Foreword by Donald C. Shoup

Parking Reform Made Easy

Today, there are more than three parking spaces for every car in the United 
States. No one likes searching for a space, but in many areas, there is an 
oversupply, wasting valuable land, damaging the environment, and deterring 
development. Richard W. Willson argues that the problem stems from 
outdated minimum parking requirements. In this practical guide, he shows 
practitioners how to assess the parking requirements that make sense for each 
community, reform zoning codes, and create more vibrant cities.

Local planners and policymakers, traffic engineers, developers, and community 
members are actively seeking this information as they institute principles of 
Smart Growth. But making effective changes requires more than relying on 
national averages or copying information from neighboring communities. 
Instead, Willson shows how professionals can confidently create requirements 
based on local parking demand data and land use policy priorities. 

After putting parking and parking requirements in context, the book offers 
an accessible tool kit to get started and repair outdated requirements. It looks 
in depth at parking requirements for multifamily developments including 
income-restricted housing, workplaces, and mixed-use, transit-oriented 
development. Case studies for each type of parking illustrate what works, 
what doesn’t, and how to overcome challenges. Willson also explores the 
process of codifying regulations and how to work with stakeholders to avoid 
political conflicts.

With Parking Reform Made Easy, practitioners will learn, step-by-step, how 
to improve requirements. The result will be higher density, healthier, more 
energy-efficient, and livable communities. This book will be exceptionally 
useful for local and regional land use and transportation planners, 
transportation engineers, real estate developers, citizen activists, and students 
of transportation planning and urban policy.

A practitioner's guide to creating parking requirements that contribute to 

vibrant, livable communities

Land Use Planning | June 2013 
8.5 X 10 | 272 pages. | 20 figures, 40 tables, 
40 photographs | Island Press Short 
Hardcover: $80.00 978-1-61091-359-1  
Paper: $40.00 978-1-61091-445-1 
E-Book: $39.99 978-1-61091-452-9 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

City Rules
Emily Talen
7 x 10 | 256 pages | 2011
Paper: $35.00
978-1-59726-692-5

A Better Way to Zone
Donald L. Elliott
6 x 9 | 256 pages | 2008
Paper: $30.00
978-1-59726-181-4

Of related interest 

New
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Robert B. Keiter

To Conserve Unimpaired
The Evolution of the National Park Idea

When the national park system was first established in 1916, the goal "to 
conserve unimpaired" seemed straightforward. But Robert Keiter argues that 
parks have always served a variety of competing purposes, from wildlife 
protection and scientific discovery to tourism and commercial development. 
In this trenchant analysis, he explains how parks must be managed more 
effectively to meet increasing demands in the face of climate, environmental, 
and demographic changes.

Taking a topical approach, Keiter traces the history of the national park idea 
from its inception to its uncertain future. Thematic chapters explore our 
changing conceptions of the parks as wilderness sanctuaries, playgrounds, 
natural laboratories, and more, and the controversies that have ensued. 
Ultimately, Keiter demonstrates that parks cannot be treated as special islands, 
but must be managed as the critical cores of larger ecosystems.

Professionals, students, and scholars with an interest in environmental 
history, national parks, and federal land management, as well as scientists 
and managers working on adaptation to climate change should find the book 
useful and inspiring.

A new vision for managing parks' diverse roles

Ecosystem Science & Management
Policy & Law | April 2013  
6 X 9 | 400 pages. | Island Press Short  
Hardcover: $70.00 978-1-59726-659-8  
Paper: $35.00 978-1-59726-660-4 
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-216-7   
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Crossing the Next 
Meridian
Charles F. Wilkinson
6 x 9 | 389 pages | 1993
Paper: $45.00
978-1-55963-149-5

Parks and Carrying 
Capacity
Robert E. Manning
6 x 9 | 328 pages | 2007
Paper: $35.00
978-1-55963-105-1

Robert B. Keiter is the Wallace Stegner Professor of Law, University Distinguished 
Professor, and founding Director of the Wallace Stegner Center for Land, Resources, and 
the Environment at the University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law. 

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Salt Lake City, Utah

Of related interest 

New



Lucy Moore is a mediator, consultant, and the author of Into the Canyon: Seven Years in 
Navajo Country (9780826334176).

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Santa Fe, New Mexico

7

Lucy Moore

Common Ground on Hostile Turf
Stories from an Environmental Mediator

In our increasingly polarized society, there are constant calls for compromise, 
for coming together. For many, these are empty talking points—for Lucy 
Moore, they are a life's work. As an environmental mediator, she has spent 
the past quarter century resolving conflicts that appeared utterly intractable. 
Here, she shares the ten most compelling stories of her career, offering insight 
and inspiration to anyone caught in a seemly hopeless dispute. 

Moore has worked on wide-ranging issues—from radioactive waste storage 
to loss of traditional grazing lands—and with diverse groups, including 
ranchers, environmentalists, government agencies, and tribal groups. After 
decades spent at the negotiating table, she has learned that a case does not 
turn on facts, legal merit, or moral superiority. It turns on people. 

This book should be especially appealing to anyone concerned with 
environmental conflicts; and also to students in environmental studies, 
political science, and conflict resolution, and to academics and professionals 
in mediation and conflict resolution fields.

Essential lessons from the negotiating table

Ecosystem Science & Management
Business & Economics | July 2013
6 X 9 | 216 pages. | Island Press Trade
Hardcover: $45.00 978-1-61091-410-9  
Paper: $25.00 978-1-61091-411-6
E-Book: $24.99 978-1-61091-412-3  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Conservation for a New 
Generation
Richard L. Knight and 
Courtney White
6 x 9 | 336 pages | 2008
Paper: $30.00
978-1-59726-438-9

Revolution on the Range
Courtney White
6 x 9 | 248 pages | 2008
Paper: $31.00
978-1-61091-403-1

Of related interest 

New
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John Grim and Mary Evelyn Tucker

Ecology and Religion

From the Psalms in the Bible to sacred rivers in Hinduism, the natural world 
has been integral to the world's religions. John Grim and Mary Evelyn Tucker 
argue that today's growing environmental challenges make the relationship 
ever more vital. 

The authors explore the history of religious traditions and the environment, 
and the emergence of religious ecology. They then describe four fundamental 
aspects of religious life: orienting, grounding, nurturing, and transforming. 
Readers see how these phenomena are experienced in a Native American 
religion, Orthodox Christianity, Confucianism, and Hinduism. In this concise 
primer, Grim and Tucker elegantly illustrate religion's role in sustaining people 
and ecosystems.Students of environmental ethics, theology and ecology, 
world religions, and environmental studies will receive a solid grounding in 
the burgeoning field of religious ecology.

A compelling introduction to religious ecology

Foundations of Contemporary Environmental 
Studies Series
General | July 2013  
5.5 X 8.75 | 200 pages. | 20 figures 
Island Press Short 
Hardcover: $40.00 978-1-59726-707-6  
Paper: $19.95 978-1-59726-708-3 
E-Book: $19.95 978-1-61091-235-8   
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Evolution and Christian 
Faith
Joan Roughgarden
4.5 x 7.25 | 168 pages  
2006
Cloth: $20.00
978-1-59726-098-5

Water Ethics
Peter G. Brown and 
Jeremy J. Schmidt
6 x 9 | 320 pages | 2010
Paper: $45.00
978-1-59726-565-2

Of related interest 

New

John Grim and Mary Evelyn Tucker are Senior Lecturers and Research Scholars at Yale 
University, where they teach in a Master's program in religion and ecology between the 
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and the Divinity School. They are founders of 
the Forum on Religion and Ecology at Yale and Series Editors of World Religions and Ecology, 
from Harvard Center for the Study of World Religions. They won an Emmy for their film 
Journey of the Universe with Brian Swimme.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: New Haven, Connecticut



Reid Ewing is Professor of City and Metropolitan Planning at the University of Utah 
and the author of Best Development Practices (9781884829109) and Growing Cooler 
(9780874200829). He is coeditor with Arthur C. Nelson of the Island Press series Metropolitan 
Planning + Design. 

Otto Clemente is a senior transportation planner in the Washington, DC region.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: Salt Lake City, Utah
Fairfax County, Virginia
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Reid Ewing and Otto Clemente

Measuring Urban Design
Metrics for Livable Places

What makes strolling down a particular street enjoyable? The authors of 
Measuring Urban Design argue it’s not an idle question. Inviting streets are 
the centerpiece of thriving, sustainable communities, but it can be difficult 
to pinpoint the precise design elements that make an area appealing. This 
accessible guide removes the mystery, providing clear methods to measure 
urban design.

In recent years, many “walking audit instruments” have been developed to 
measure qualities like building height, block length, and sidewalk width. 
But while easily quantifiable, these physical features do not fully capture the 
experience of walking down a street. In contrast, this book addresses broad 
perceptions of street environments. It provides operational definitions and 
measurement protocols of five intangible qualities of urban design, specifically 
imageability, visual enclosure, human scale, transparency, and complexity.

The result is a reliable field survey instrument grounded in constructs from 
architecture, urban design, and planning. Readers will also find a case study 
applying the instrument to 588 streets  in New York City, which shows that it 
can be used effectively to measure the built environment’s impact on social, 
psychological, and physical well-being. Finally, readers will find illustrated, 
step-by-step instructions to use the instrument and a scoring sheet for easy 
calculation of urban design quality scores.

For the first time, researchers, designers, planners, and lay people have an 
empirically tested tool to measure those elusive qualities that make us want 
to take a stroll. Urban policymakers and planners as well as students in urban 
policy, design, and environmental health will find the tools and methods in 
Meauring Urban Design especially useful.

A practical, tested tool to assess the design elements that make a street inviting

Metropolitan Planning + Design Series
Land Use Planning | July 2013  
7 X 10 | 200 pages. | Island Press Short
Hardcover: $70.00 978-1-61091-193-1 
Paper: $35.00 978-1-61091-194-8   
Selling Territory: Worldwide

The Option of Urbanism
Christopher B. Leinberger
6 x 9 | 224 pages | 2009
Paper: $25.00
978-1-59726-137-1

Green Cities of Europe 
Timothy Beatley
6 x 9 | 248 pages | 2012
Paper: $35.00
978-1-59726-975-9

Of related interest 

New
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Harrison Fraker

The Hidden Potential of Sustainable 
Neighborhoods
Lessons from Low-Carbon Communities

How do you design a community to be both livable and sustainable? More 
importantly, how do you know if that design really worked? Harrison Fraker 
goes beyond abstract principles, providing a clear evaluation of the first-
generation of sustainable neighborhoods. Using concrete performance data 
to gage successes and failures, he presents a holistic model based on best 
practices. 

Part one of this volume examines four neighborhoods built expressly to 
conserve resources: Bo01 and Hammarby in Sweden, and Kronsberg and 
Vauban in Germany. Part two compares their different strategies, including 
approaches to transportation, open space, energy use, and waste water. Part 
three then develops a comprehensive model of sustainability, promising not 
only a smaller carbon footprint, but an enriched form of urban living. 

Best practices for urban sustainability, based on concrete  performance data

Land Use Planning 
Sustainable Development | Green Building  
July 2013 | 8 X 10 | 240 pages. 
150 four-color figures/20 tables 
Island Press Short
Hardcover: $80.00 978-1-61091-407-9 
Paper: $40.00 978-1-61091-408-6   
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Urbanism in the Age of 
Climate Change
Peter Calthorpe
7 x 10 | 176 pages
2010
Cloth: $40.00
978-1-59726-720-5

Cities as Sustainable 
Ecosystems
Peter Newman and 
Isabella Jennings
7 x 10 | 296 pages | 2008
Paper: $35.00
978-1-59726-188-3

Of related interest 

New

Harrison S. Fraker is Professor of Architecture and Urban Design, and former Dean of the School 
of Architecture, at the University of California, Berkeley. 

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Berkeley, CA



Edited by Virginia Burkett and Margaret DavidsonEdited by Victoria Keener

A Technical Input to the 2013 National Climate 
Assessment

Report for the 2012 Pacific Islands Regional 
Climate Assessment

Coastal Impacts, Adaptation, 
and Vulnerabilities

Climate Change and Pacific 
Islands: 
Indicators and Impacts

Developed to inform the 2013 
National Climate Assessment, this 
report examines the known effects 
and relationships of climate change 
variables on the coasts of the US. 
It describes the impacts on natural 
and human systems, including 
several major sectors of the US 
economy, and covers the progress 

and challenges to planning and implementing adaptation 
options.

Developed to inform the 2013 
National Climate Assessment, 
this report compiles the findings 
of more than 100 scientists and 
other experts on the state of 
knowledge about climate change 
and its impacts on the Hawaiian 
archipelago and the US-Affiliated 
Pacific Islands. Case studies and 

highlights also examine the adaptive capacity of island 
communities in the region and the issues of freshwater 
availability and quality; endangered species; regional and 
community economies; urbanization, transportation, and 
infrastructure vulnerabilities; ecosystem services; and 
agriculture sustainability.

and challenges to planning and implementing adaptation 

Margaret Davidson, the director of the NOAA Coastal Services 
Center, is no stranger to the coast or its many challenges. Before 
joining NOAA, Margaret A. Davidson was executive director of the 
South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium from 1983 to 1995. She also 
served as special counsel and assistant attorney general for the 
Louisiana Department of Justice.

Virginia Burkett is the Chief Scientist for Climate and Land Use 
Change at the U.S. Geological Survey. She has published extensively 
on the topics of global change and low-lying coastal zones. Burkett 
has been appointed to over 40 Commissions, Committees, Science 
Panels and Boards during her career.

EDITORS’ RESIDENCES: Charleston, South Carolina
Louisiana

Dr. Victoria Keener is a Research Fellow at the East-West Center 
in Honolulu, Hawai`i, and the Program Manager of the Pacific 
RISA. She coordinates an interdisciplinary team of social and 
physical scientists that aims to reduce Pacific Island communities' 
vulnerability to climate change by translating academic research 
into actionable knowledge for a variety of stakeholders at the local, 
state, and regional level.

EDITOR’S RESIDENCE: Honolulu, Hawai`i 

NCA Regional Input Reports Series
Biodiversity & Wildlife | Energy & Climate | Oceans 
February 2013 | 8 X 10 | 216 pages. | Island Press Short
Paperback: $39.99 978-1-61091-433-8  
E-Book: $39.99 978-1-61091-460-4   
Selling Territory: Worldwide

NCA Regional Input Reports Series
Biodiversity & Wildlife | Energy & Climate | February 2012  
8 X 10 | 200 pages. | Island Press Short 
Paperback: $39.99 978-1-61091-427-7  
E-Book: $39.99 978-1-61091-459-8   
Selling Territory: Worldwide

New

highlights also examine the adaptive capacity of island 
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Edited by Mario Gandelsonas and Philip TidwellMario Gandelsonas, Rafi Segal, and Els Verbakel

A Speculative Atlas of New JerseyNotes on the Contemporary American City

Garden [City] StateIn Search of the Public

New

"Garden State" is often used to describe 
New Jersey with a sense of irony, but 
the nickname is less a myth than a 
testament to the complex and often 
contradictory identity of the state. 
Today New Jersey is both dense and 
dispersed. Residents depend heavily 
on systems of transportation and 
mobility, but as those systems age and 

decay they must be updated to serve the changing needs 
of the state. 

Garden [City] State examines the existing infrastructures 
of New Jersey in relation to the changing social, economic 
and environmental needs of the region. Taking the form 
of an atlas, it outlines a new strategy of mobility and 
development in which digital media, personal mobility, 
and networked technologies are inseparable. This 
hybrid system is presented in a provocative collection 
of essays, maps, and collages focused on 10 New Jersey 
communities.

In Search of the Public: Notes on the 
Contemporary American City presents 
a collection of essays, interviews, 
and projects that deal with the role 
of public space within contemporary 
American urbanism. This publication, 
the result of a conference held at 
Princeton University, examines the 
physical, social, and political impact 

of public/collective space through three key aspects: 
ownership, density, and the right of access within the city. 

Contributors come from a range of disciplines, bringing 
together perspectives of architects, politicians, academics, 
and non-profit advocates. Contrary to urban studies that 
focus their efforts on issues such as zoning, building 
codes, and land use policy, this publication focuses on 
the relevance and potential of architecture-as a practice of 
programming and form making-to transform the city and 
change our conception of public space

"Garden State" is often used to describe 
New Jersey with a sense of irony, but 
the nickname is less a myth than a 
testament to the complex and often 
contradictory identity of the state. 
Today New Jersey is both dense and 
dispersed. Residents depend heavily 
on systems of transportation and 
mobility, but as those systems age and 

In Search of the Public: Notes on the 
Contemporary American City
a collection of essays, interviews, 
and projects that deal with the role 
of public space within contemporary 
American urbanism. This publication, 
the result of a conference held at 
Princeton University, examines the 
physical, social, and political impact 

Mario Gandelsonas FAIA is the Director of the Center for 
Architecture, Urbanism and Infrastructure and a Professor of 
Architecture at Princeton University.
 
Philip Tidwell is a graduate of the Master's Program in Architecture 
at Princeton University and an instructor in architecture at Aalto 
University in Helsinki.

Mario Gandelsonas FAIA is the Director of the Center for 
Architecture, Urbanism and Infrastructure and a Professor of 
Architecture at Princeton University.

Rafi Segal is principal of Rafi Segal Architecture Urbanism, located 
in Tel Aviv. He received his Ph.D. from Princeton University and has 
taught at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design.

Els Verbakel is a founding partner of Derman Verbakel Architecture 
in Tel Aviv and a lecturer at the Technion Faculty of Architecture and 
Town Planning.

Center for Architecture, Urbanism, and Infrastructure
Land Use Planning | June 2013  
5.826 X 8.267 | 128 pages. | Island Press Short 
Paperback: $29.95 978-0-9886663-1-3  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Center for Architecture, Urbanism, and Infrastructure
Land Use Planning | February 2013 
7.4167 X 10 | 112 pages. | Island Press Short 
Paperback: $24.95 978-0-9886663-0-6  
Selling Territory: Worldwide
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Emily Monosson

Evolution in a Toxic World
How Life Responds to Chemical Threats

A groundbreaking approach to understanding toxics and health

Environmental Health | April 2013  
6 X 9 | 264 pages. | 10 figures, notes, index  
Island Press Short
Paperback: $29.99 978-1-59726-977-3  
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-221-1  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Chasing Molecules
Elizabeth Grossman
6 x 9 | 288 pages | 2011
Paper: $22.00
978-1-61091-161-0

Diagnosis: Mercury
Jane M. Hightower, M.D.
6 x 9 | 328 pages | 2011
Paper: $25.00
978-1-61091-002-6

Of related interest 

“Toxicologist Emily Monosson takes the long view in her new book, 
pointing out that our planet has always been a toxic one and life has 
adapted to survive. . . .Monosson posits that the field of toxicology 
should look to evolution to understand biological responses to today’s 
chemical threats.”
—Conservation

“Exceedingly detailed and thoroughly researched . . . Monosson’s 
prose is necessarily complex as she gives her subject its scientific due, 
but for those who seek a thorough understanding of this timely issue, 
she offers a text solidly grounded in both history and contemporary 
analysis. Patient readers will be well rewarded.”
—Booklist

“An excellent introduction to the topic of toxicology and evolution.”
—Science Books and Films

New in Paperback

Emily Monosson is an environmental toxicologist, writer, and consultant. She is an ad-
junct professor at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst the editor of Motherhood, the 
Elephant in the Laboratory: Women Scientists Speak Out (9780801476693). 

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Montague, Massachusetts

With BPA in baby bottles, mercury in fish, and lead in computer monitors, 
the world has become a toxic place. But as Emily Monosson demonstrates in 
her groundbreaking new book, it has always been toxic. When oxygen first 
developed in Earth's atmosphere, it threatened the very existence of life: now 
we literally can't live without it. According to Monosson, examining how life 
adapted to such early threats can teach us a great deal about today's (and 
tomorrow's) most dangerous contaminants. While the study of evolution has 
advanced many other fields of science, from biology to medicine, toxicology 
has yet to embrace this critical approach. In Evolution in a Toxic World, 
Monosson seeks to change that. 
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National Association of City Transportation Officials

Urban Bikeway Design Guide, 
Second Edition

The NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide, Second Edition, is based on the 
experience of the best cycling cities in the world. The designs in this book were 
developed by cities for cities, since unique urban streets require innovative 
solutions. 

To create the Guide, the authors conducted an extensive worldwide literature 
search from design guidelines and real-life experience. They worked closely 
with a panel of urban bikeway planning professionals from NACTO member 
cities and from numerous other cities worldwide, as well as traffic engineers, 
planners, and academics with deep experience in urban bikeway applications. 
The Guide offers substantive guidance for cities seeking to improve bicycle 
transportation in places where competing demands for the use of the right-of-
way present unique challenges. Each of the treatments addressed in the Guide 
offers three levels of guidance:

•	 Required: elements for which there is a strong consensus that the treatment 
cannot be implemented without.

•	 Recommended: elements for which there is a strong consensus of added 
value.

•	 Optional: elements that vary across cities and may add value depending 
on the situation.

First and foremost, the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide, Second Edition
will help practitioners make good decisions about urban bikeway design. The 
treatments outlined in the Guide are based on real-life experience in the world’s 
most bicycle friendly cities and have been selected because of their utility in 
helping cities meet their goals related to bicycle transportation. Praised by 
Secretary Ray LaHood as an “extraordinary piece of work,” the Guide is an 
indispensable tool every planner must have for their daily transportation 
design work.

Land Use Planning
Sustainable Development | September 2012  
Island Press Short | 7.5 X 9.25 | 336 pages. 
Hardcover: $49.95 978-1-61091-436-9 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Cities for People
Jan Gehl
7.5 x 10 | 288 pages.  
2010
Cloth: $49.50
978-1-59726-573-7

Human Transit
Jarrett Walker
6 x 9 | 256 pages | 2011
Paper: $35.00
978-1-59726-972-8

The National Association of City Transportation Officials, NACTO, is a membership network 
that provides support and resources for city transportation officials in cities of all sizes. Member 
cities are Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, New 
York, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Portland, San Francisco, Seattle, and Washington DC. The current 
NACTO president is Janette Sadik-Kahn, Department of Transportation commissioner of New 
York City. 

Of related interest 



John Davis

Part 1: Southeast Coastal Plain through Southern 
Appalachia

Big, Wild, and Connected

This Island Press E-ssential is a three-
part series that covers John Davis’s 
epic journey from Florida to Canada. 
During 10 months in 2011, with 
support from the Wildlands Network, 
Davis traveled 7,600 miles from the 
Florida Everglades to Canada’s Gaspé 
Peninsula by foot, bicycle, skis, and 
canoe/kayak. His extensive travels 

were motivated by wanting to answer the question “Is 
it possible in the twenty-first century to identify and 
protect a continent-long wildlife corridor that could help 
to protect eastern nature into the future?”

John paints a vivid picture of the physical challenges 
of the trek, such as climbing the highest point in South 
Carolina with a heavily loaded bike and trying to 
consume the 8,000 calories per day he needed to fuel 
himself for the journey. The science and conservation 
of large-scale connectivity are also brought to life by his 
travels—offering unique insights into the challenges and 
opportunities for creating an Eastern Wildway. This is a 
must-read for enthusiasts of hiking narratives, as well as 
professionals and students interested in issues related to 
large-scale connectivity. Compelling photographs and 
other graphics complement John’s fascinating story.

John Davis has been described as “a triathlete meets John Muir.” 
He is a cofounder of Wildlands Network, former editor of the 
journal Wild Earth, program officer at Foundation for Deep Ecology, 
conservation director of Adirondack Council, and ongoing volunteer 
land ranger in Split Rock Wildway. 

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Essex, New York

Island Press E-ssentials
Biodiversity & Wildlife | Ecosystem Science & Management 
May 2013  | Island Press Short | 6 X 9 | 152 pages. 
All Ebook Formats: $3.99 978-1-61091-441-3 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

New Island Press E-ssentials
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Charles R. Wolfe

Urbanism Without Effort

This highly illustrated E-ssential 
explores the idea that to create vibrant, 
sustainable urban areas for the long term, 
we must first understand “what happens 
naturally when people congregate in 
cities---innate, unprompted interactions 
of urban dwellers with each other and 
their surrounding urban and physical 
environment.” Wolfe elaborates on 

the perspective that the underlying rationales for urban 
policy, planning and regulation are best understood from a 
historical perspective and in a better understanding of the 
everyday uses of urban space.  Successful community, he 
argues, is among the first principles of what makes humans 
feel happy, and therefore city dwellers invariably celebrate 
environments where and when they can co-exist safely, in 
a mutually supportive way.  He believes such celebration is 
most interesting when it occurs spontaneously—seemingly 
without effort.  

Wolfe writes about the past and the future of urban form, 
offering readers both inspiration, historical context, and a 
better understanding of how a sustainable, inviting urban 
environment is created. This E-ssential will appeal primarily 
to professionals and students in planning and land use, as 
well as Wolfe’s broader audience which regularly enjoys 
his writing in The Atlantic and Huffington Post.

This highly illustrated E-ssential 
explores the idea that to create vibrant, 
sustainable urban areas for the long term, 
we must first understand “what happens 
naturally when people congregate in 
cities---innate, unprompted interactions 
of urban dwellers with each other and 
their surrounding urban and physical 
environment.” Wolfe elaborates on 

Charles R. Wolfe, M.R.P., J.D. is an attorney in Seattle, where he 
focuses on land use and environmental law. He is also an Affiliate 
Associate Professor in the College of Built Environments at the 
University of Washington, where he teaches land use law and 
a range of planning and development courses to planners and 
future design professionals and is a contributor to major research 
efforts addressing urban center, transit oriented and brownfield 
redevelopment. 

AUTHOR’S RESIDENCE: Seattle, WA

Island Press E-ssentials
Land Use Planning | July 2013 
6 X 9 | 85 pages. | Island Press Short
All Ebook Formats: $3.99 978-1-61091-442-0
Selling Territory: Worldwide



Green Building | March 2013  
Techne
7 X 10 | 192 pages. | Full-color throughout 
Island Press Short
Paperback: $60.00 978-90-8594-049-4  
Selling Territory: US & Canada

Building an Emerald City 
Lucia Athens
8 x 10.5 | 224 pages 
2009
Paper: $37.50
978-1-59726-584-3

Greening Our Built Wolrd
Greg Katz
8 x 10.5 | 280 pages 
2009
Paper: $35.00
978-1-59726-668-0

Of related interest 

New from Techne

Edited by Han Meyer and Daan Zandbelt

High-rise and the Sustainable City

Han Meyer is Professor of Theory and Methods of Urban Design, TU-Delft since 2001. He has 
published books and articles concerning the transformations of port-cities, the fundamen-
tals of the discipline of urbanism, the development of the Dutch urban block, the Dutch 
Watercities and the present state-of-the-art of Dutch urbanism. 

Daan Zandbelt is an architect and urban planner. He is also a lecturer and researcher of 
Urban and Regional Design at TU-Delft.

Can high-rises make a fruitful contribution to making cities more sustainable? 
Many argue that high-rises deliver positive environmental effects, such as 
densification, and reduction of traffic and carbon dioxide emissions. But is it 
really that simple? On closer critical observation many questions arise and are 
explored in this book. What is the impact of tall buildings on their environment? 
What are ideal densities? What makes a tall building a success? Do high-rises 
live up to the claims made for them? How sustainable is a high-rise building? 
Can it be re-used? How can one reduce the environmental impact of a tower?

The first part of the book addresses the meaning of high-rise for a sustainable 
city and asks when urban form can be considered as ‘sustainable’. The second 
part focuses on transformation and area development and the processes 
necessary to densify the city and to develop high-rise buildings. The main 
question here is if it is possible to develop high-rise projects that energize city 
life. The book conclused by discussing the design of the buildings themselves 
as sustainable structures, contributing to a healthy indoor and outdoor 
environment, and to a reduction of materials, energy and costs.
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Increasing access to knowledge is a critical part of achieving our mission. We strive 
to connect ideas with people who can put them directly into practice. Whether you 
are a policymaker, business leader, practitioner, student or concerned citizen, you 

can connect with Island Press through our programs, including: 

Have questions about what your community should do 
to prepare for climate change? The Climate Adaptation 
Knowledge Exchange (CAKE) is an online knowledge-
sharing resource to help people conserve and manage 
natural and human systems in the face of climate change. 
Visit www.cakex.org to join the community today!

Curious about new ways to finance land conservation? The Conservation Finance Network (CFN) equips 
conservationists with cutting-edge finance techniques to help them conserve more land. Visit our website for the 
latest information at www.islandpress.org/conservation-finance.html.

Climate Adaptation
Knowledge Exchange

Developed to inform the 2013 National Climate Assessment, this series comprises nine regional reports that 
highlight past climate trends, projected climate change and vulnerabilities, and impacts to specific sectors. The 
state of the art information in each report comes from a broad range of experts in academia, private industry, 
state and local governments, NGOs, professional societies, and impacted communities. These books also 
include case studies on topics such as adaptive capacity; climate change effects on freshwater availability and 
quality; regional and community economies; urbanization, transportation, and infrastructure vulnerabilities; 
ecosystem services; and agriculture sustainability.

NCA Regional Input Reports

Titles in this series:

• Climate Change and Pacific Islands: Indicators and Impacts
• Coastal Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerabilities
• Climate Change in the Midwest: A Synthesis Report for the National Climate Assessment
• Climate Change in the Northeast: A Sourcebook
• Climate Change in the Northwest: Implications for Our Landscapes, Waters, and Communities
• Oceans and Marine Resources in a Changing Climate
• Climate of the Southeast United States: Variability, Change, Impacts, and Vulnerability
• Assessment of Climate Change in the Southwest United States
• Great Plains Technical Input Report
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