
Spring 2017



Island Press  www.islandpress.org  800•621•2736

ISLAND PRESS, a nonprofit organization founded in 1984, works to provide the best 
ideas and information to those seeking to understand and protect the environment 
and create solutions to its complex problems.

With the help of people like you, we work to ensure that solutions to tough environmental 
problems reach people who can put them into action. Give a gift today and help us make 
an impact. Find us at islandpress.org/donate or call Meredith Harkel, Development 
Director, at (202) 232-7933 ext. 33.  

Decker Anstrom
         Washington, DC

Stephen Badger 
         Santa Fe, NM  
Terry Gamble Boyer
         San Francisco, CA

Paula Daniels
         Los Angeles, CA

Melissa Shackleton Dann
         Chevy Chase, MD

Katie Dolan (Chair)
         Little Compton, RI

Margot Ernst
         New York, NY    

ISLAND PRESS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alison Sant
         San Francisco, CA

Ron Sims
         Seattle, WA

Sarah Slusser
         Washington, DC

Deborah Wiley
         New York, NY

 Tony Everett (Treasurer)
         Washington, DC

Alison Greenberg
         Washington, DC

Lisa A. Hook 
         Washington, DC

Merloyd Ludington Lawrence 
(Secretary) 
         Boston, MA

David Miller (President)
         Washington, DC

Pamela Murphy (Vice Chair) 
         Chevy Chase, MD



Island Press  www.islandpress.org  800•621•2736

"[A] colorful history of times long gone, of environments degraded, of an intricate 
web of life threatened—and how it has finally begun to recover through the hopeful 
work of communities and their leaders…[A] fascinating book, filled with anecdote 
and history, they explore the complex environment of the region, its fabulous sea 
life, and its colorful cast of humans."     —SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

"In this buoyant history of Monterey Bay, it's the humans, not the ocean life, that 
take center stage… the happy ending, so rare in nature literature nowadays, is re-
freshing."   —PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

"[Explains] the incredible comeback of one of the most important locales for marine 
biodiversity [and details the] entertaining lessons on species interdependence and 
the quirky characters who helped the recovery happen." —TREEHUGGER

Connect with us on Facebook.com/IslandPress.

Follow us on Twitter @IslandPress to get the latest news and updates.

Browse our books and check out the Island Press Field Notes blog at islandpress.org/blog.

For more information about Island 
Press or to place an order, visit 

www.islandpress.org.

Over 500 Island Press titles are available 
in electronic format through all major 
e-book retailers, including: Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, Google, Apple, and Kobo.
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Abbie Gascho Landis

Immersion
The Science and Mystery of Freshwater Mussels

Tickles your curiosity and empathy for freshwater mussels

Abbie Gascho Landis first fell for freshwater mussels while pregnant and 
submerged in an Alabama creek, watching a female filter the water through 
her body while her gills bulged with offspring. In that moment of connection, 
Landis became a mussel groupie, obsessed with learning more about the 
creatures’ hidden lives. She isn’t the only fanatic; the shy mollusks, so vital 
to the health of rivers around the world, have a way of inspiring unusual 
devotion. In Immersion: The Science and Mystery of Freshwater Mussels, Landis 
brings readers to a hotbed of mussel diversity, the American Southeast, 
to seek mussels where they eat, procreate, and, too often, perish. Landis 
shares her journey from perilous river surveys to dry streambeds and into 
laboratories where endangered mussels are raised one life at a time.

Mussels have much to teach us about the health of the watershed if we 
step into the creek and take a closer look at their lives. In turns joyful and 
sobering, Immersion is an invitation to see rivers from a mussel’s perspective, 
a celebration of the wild lives visible to those who learn to search.

Abbie Gascho Landis is a writer and veterinarian whose work has been published 
in Pinchpenny Press, Full Grown People, and Paste Magazine. She has won Duke 
University’s Center for Documentary Studies 2015 Essay Award, an Arthur DeLong Writing 
Award, and was a finalist for the Constance Rooke Creative Nonfiction Award. Landis 
has a bachelor’s degree in English and biology from Goshen College and a doctorate in 
veterinary medicine from The Ohio State University.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Cobleskill, New York

New

Natural History | April 2017  
5 X 8 | 256 pages. 
Hardcover: $30.00 978-1-61091-807-7 
E-Book: $24.99 978-1-61091-808-4 
Island Press Trade 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

A Practitioner’s Guide to 
Freshwater Biodiversity 
Conservation
Edited by Nicole Silk and 
Kristine Ciruna

Rivers for Life
Sandra Postel and 
Brian Richter

Of related interest 
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Michael S. Carolan

No One Eats Alone
Food as a Social Enterprise

In today’s fast-paced, fast food world, everyone seems to be eating alone, all 
the time—whether it’s at their desks or in the car. Michael Carolan argues 
that needs to change if we want healthy, equitable, and sustainable food. 
We can no longer afford to ignore human connections as we struggle with 
dire problems like hunger, obesity, toxic pesticides, antibiotic resistance, 
depressed rural economies, and low-wage labor. In No One Eats Alone he 
tells the stories of people getting together to change their relationship to 
food and to each other—from community farms where suburban moms 
and immigrant families work side by side, to online exchanges where 
entrepreneurs share kitchen space, to “hackers” who trade information 
about farm machinery repairs. This is how real change happens, Carolan 
contends: when we start acting like citizens first and consumers second.

Shines a light on the human connections integral to our vast foodscape

Michael Carolan is a Professor Sociology and Associate Dean for Research for the 
College of Liberal Arts at Colorado State University. He is the author of The Real Cost 
of Cheap Food; The Sociology of Food and Agriculture; Reclaiming Food Security; and 
Cheaponomics: The High Cost of Low Prices, among other books. Dr. Carolan is also 
Co-Editor for the Journal of Rural Studies and has publishd more than 100 peer-reviewed 
articles and chapters. 

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Fort Collins, Colorado

New

Food | May 2017  
6 X 9 | 208 pages.
Hardcover: $28.00 978-1-61091-804-6
E-Book: $27.99 978-1-61091-806-0
Island Press Trade
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Public Produce
Darrin Nordahl

Of related interest 

Biting the Hands that 
Feed Us
Baylen J. Linnekin
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Larry A. Nielsen

Nature’s Allies
Eight Conservationists Who Changed Our World

It’s easy to feel powerless in the face of big environmental challenges—but 
we need inspiration now more than ever. In Nature’s Allies, Larry Nielsen 
presents the inspiring stories of eight conservation pioneers who show that 
through passion and perseverance we can each make a difference, even in 
the face of political opposition. Nielsen’s vivid biographies of John Muir, 
Ding Darling, Aldo Leopold, Rachel Carson, Chico Mendes, Billy Frank 
Jr., Wangari Maathai, and Gro Harlem Brundtland are meant to rally a 
new generation of conservationists to follow in their footsteps and inspire 
students, conservationists, and nature lovers to speak up for nature and 
prove that individuals can affect positive change in the world.

Eight illuminating biographies that inspire passion, persistence, 
and partnerships

Larry Nielsen is a fisheries biologist and Professor of Natural Resources at North 
Carolina State University.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Cary, North Carolina

New

Biography | February 2017  
6 X 9 | 200 pages.
Hardcover: $28.00 978-1-61091-795-7 
E-Book: $27.99 978-1-61091-797-1 
Island Press Trade  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Aldo Leopold’s Odyssey
Julia Lutz Warren

Hope Is an Imperative 
David Orr

Of related interest 
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Julia M. Wondolleck and Steven L. Yaffee

Marine Ecosystem-Based 
Management in Practice
Different Pathways, Common Lessons

Readily identifiable rules-of-thumb for ecosystem-based marine management

What are the key ingredients of successful marine ecosystem planning? 
The surprising answer, according to authors Julia Wondolleck and 
Steven Yaffee, is that a successful approach calls for more than just sound 
organizational structure and resources, but also a comfortable atmosphere 
of trust, understanding, and collaboration.

Marine Ecosystem-Based Management in Practice is the first practical guide 
for the marine conservation realm. In a unique collection of case studies, 
the authors showcase succesful collaborative approaches to ecosystem-
based management. Policy makers, managers, practitioners, and students 
will find this an indispensable guide to field-tested marine conservation 
practices that work.

Julia M. Wondolleck is Associate Professor of Natural Resources at the University of 
Michigan. She is an expert in the theories and application of dispute resolution and 
collaborative planning processes. 

Steven L. Yaffee is Professor of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy at the 
University of Michigan. He as worked for more than forty years on federal endangered 
species, public lands, and ecosystem management policy.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: Ann Arbor, Michigan

New

Science & Management | February 2017  
6 X 9 | 290 pages. 
Hardcover: $70.00 978-1-61091-798-8  
Paperback: $35.00 978-1-61091-799-5 
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-800-8
Island Press Short 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 

Climate Change in 
Wildlands
Edited by Andrew 
James Hansen, William 
Monahan, David M. 
Theobald, and S. Thomas 
Olliff

The Science of Open 
Spaces
Charles G. Curtin
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 Edited by Deanna H. Olson and Beatrice Van Horne

People, Forests, and Change
Lessons from the Pacific Northwest

Key lessons from two decades of forest ecosystem management

We owe much of our economic prosperity to the vast forested landscapes that 
cover the earth. But forests are under more pressure than ever. It is time to 
forgo the entrenched thinking that forests can be managed outside of human 
influence, and shift instead to management strategies that consider humans to 
be part of the forest ecosystem.

People, Forests, and Change: Lessons from the Pacific Northwest, considers the 
nature of forests in flux and how to balance the needs of forests and rural 
communities. In the US northwest, forest ecosystem management has been 
underway for two decades, and key lessons are emerging.  This book brings 
together ideas for policy makers, managers, students, and conservationists 
seeking to manage forests conscientiously and assure their long-term viability.

Deanna H. Olson is a research ecologist with the USDA Forest Service Pacific Northwest 
Research Station in Corvallis, Oregon. 

Beatrice Van Horne is a research manager for the USDA Forest Service Pacific Northwest 
Research Station in Corvallis. Previously she was a professor of biology at Colorado State 
University in Fort Collins.

EDITORS’ RESIDENCES: Corvallis, Oregon

New

Science & Management | April 2017  
6 X 9 | 350 pages. 
Hardcover: $90.00 978-1-61091-7667
Paperback: $45.00 978-1-61091-767-4 
E-Book: $44.99 978-1-61091-768-1
Island Press Short 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Restoring the Pacific 
Northwest
Edited by Dean Apostol 
and Marcia Sinclair

Old Growth in a New 
World
Edited by Thomas A. 
Spies and Sally L. 
Duncan

Of related interest 
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Carlton Reid

Bike Boom
The Unexpected Resurgence of Cycling

Bicycling advocates envision a future in which bikes are a widespread daily 
form of transportation, but this reality is still far away. Will we ever witness 
a true “bike boom” in cities? What can we learn from past successes and 
failures to make cycling safer, easier, and more accessible? 

In Bike Boom, journalist Carlton Reid uses history to shine a spotlight on 
the present and demonstrates how bicycling has the potential to grow 
even further, if the right measures are put in place by the politicians and 
planners of today and tomorrow. He explores the benefits and challenges 
of cycling, the roles of infrastructure and advocacy, and what we can learn 
from cities that have successfully supported and encouraged bike booms. 
In this entertaining and thought-provoking book, Reid sets out to discover 
what we can learn from the history of bike “booms.”

The surprising history of biking’s rise and optimistic look at where it’s headed

Carlton Reid is the executive editor of BikeBiz magazine, a publication for the bicycle 
trade based in the UK, and author of Roads Were Not Built for Cars (2015).

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom
Urban Bikeway Design 
Guide, Second Edition
NACTO

New

History | May 2017 
6 X 9 | 296 pages. 
16 page color insert, 95 photos.
Hardcover: $60.00 978-161091-815-2
Paperback: $30.00 978-1-61091-816-9 
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-817-6 
Island Press Trade
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 

Roads Were Not Built 
for Cars
Carlton Reid
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Philip Langdon

Within Walking Distance
Creating Livable Communities for All

In Within Walking Distance, journalist and urban critic Philip Langdon looks 
at why and how Americans are shifting toward a more human-scale way 
of building and living. He shows how people are creating, improving, and 
caring for walkable communities. To draw the most important lessons, 
Langdon spent time in six communities that differ in size, history, wealth, 
diversity, and education, yet share crucial traits: compactness, a mix of uses 
and activities, and human scale. To improve conditions and opportunities 
for everyone, Langdon argues that places where the best of life is within 
walking distance ought to be at the core of our thinking. This book is for 
anyone who wants to understand what can be done to build, rebuild, or 
improve a community while retaining the things that make it distinctive.

Practical, real-world examples of  how cities and towns can save and 
revive their Main Streets

Philip Langdon is a freelance journalist and former senior editor of New Urban News. 
His articles have appeared in numerous publications including The Atlantic, Planning, 
Landscape Architecture, and other magazines. He is author of A Better Place to Live: 
Reshaping the American Suburb. 

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: New Haven, Connecticut

New

What Makes a Great City 
Alexander Garvin

Can a City Be Sustainable?
The Worldwatch Institute

Land Use Planning | May 2017  
6 X 9 | 280 pages. | 60 photos, 10 illustrations. 
Paperback: $40.00 978-1-61091-771-1  
E-Book: $39.99 978-1-61091-702-5 
Island Press Short
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 
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Worldwatch Institute

EarthEd (State of the World)
Rethinking Education on a Changing Planet

Inspiration for addressing sustainability at all levels of education

Today’s students will face the unprecedented challenges of a rapidly 
warming world, including emerging diseases, food shortages, drought, 
and waterlogged cities. How do we prepare 9.5 billion people for life in 
the Anthropocene, to thrive in this uncharted and more chaotic future? 
Answers are being developed in universities, preschools, professional 
schools, and even prisons around the world. In the latest volume of State of 
the World, a diverse group of education experts share innovative approaches 
to teaching and learning in a new era. EarthEd will inspire anyone who 
wants to prepare students not only for the storms ahead but to become the 
next generation of sustainability leaders.

Through research and outreach that inspire action, the Worldwatch Institute works to 
accelerate the transition to a sustainable world that meets human needs. The Institute’s 
top objectives are universal access to renewable energy and nutritious food, expansion 
of environmentally sound jobs and development, transformation of cultures from 
consumerism to sustainability, and an early end to population growth through healthy 
and intentional childbearing. Recent editions of Worldwatch’s landmark publication, 
State of the World, include Can a City Be Sustainable? (2016); Confronting Hidden 
Threats to Sustainability (2015); and Governing for Sustainability (2013). 

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Washington, DC

New

Education | May 2017  
6.5 X 8.4 | 376 pages.  
Paperback: $25.00 978-1-61091-842-8 
E-Book: $24.99 978-1-61091-843-5
Island Press Trade
Selling Territory: Worldwide

State of the World 2015
The Worldwatch Institute

Earth in Mind
David Orr

Of related interest 
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Peter Newman, Timothy Beatley, and Heather M. Boyer

Resilient Cities, Second Edition
Overcoming Fossil-Fuel Dependence

A forward-thinking look at the promise of regenerative cities 

In Resilient Cities, Second Edition, Peter Newman, Timothy Beatley, and 
Heather Boyer explore what it means to be resilient in an age of changing 
climate and growing inequity. Since the first edition was published in 2009, 
interest in resilience has surged, in part due to increasingly frequent and 
deadly natural disasters, and in part due to the contribution of our cities to 
climate change. The new initiatives and approaches from citizens and all 
levels of government show the promise as well as the challenges of creating 
cities that are truly resilient. 

Resilient Cities, Second Edition reveals how cities around the world are 
working  to become more resilient. The authors offer stories, insights, and 
inspiration for urban planners, policymakers, and professionals interested 
in creating more sustainable, equitable, and, eventually, regenerative cities. 
Most importantly, the book is about overcoming fear and generating hope 
in our cities. The challenge of resilient cities is to claim a different future 
that helps us regenerate the whole planet.

Peter Newman is the Professor of Sustainability at Curtin University and Director 
of CUSP. He is the author of numerous books including Resilient Cities, Cities as 
Sustainable Ecosystems, and Sustainability and Cities. 
 
Timothy Beatley is Chair of the Department of Urban and Environmental Planning and 
Teresa Heinz Professor of Sustainable Communities at the School of Architecture at 
the University of Virginia. His books that explore these issues include Biophilic Cities, 
Resilient Cities, and Green Urbanism (Island Press).
 
Heather Boyer is VP/Executive Editor at Island Press and 2005 Loeb Fellow at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Design.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: Fremantle, Western Australia, Australia; Charlottesville, 
Virginia; Brooklyn, New York

New

Land Use Planning | June 2017  
6 X 9 | 220 pages. 
Paperback: $35.00 978-1-61091-685-1  
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-686-8 
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Prospects for Resilience
Edited by Eric W. 
Sanderson, William D. 
Solecki, John R. Waldman, 
and Adam S. Parris

Planning for Community 
Resilience 
Jaimie Hicks Masterson, 
Walter Gillis Peacock, 
Shannon S. Van Zandt, 
Himanshu Grover, Lori 
Feild Schwarz, and John 
T. Cooper

Of related interest 
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Edited by Joseph M. Kiesecker and David E. Naugle

Energy Sprawl Solutions
Balancing Global Development and Conservation

Proof that energy development and biodiversity protection is attainable

Over the next several decades, as human populations grow, the demand 
for energy will soar. But renewable energy sources have a large energy 
sprawl—the amount of land needed to produce energy—which can threaten 
biodiversity. In Energy Sprawl Solutions, scientists Joseph M. Kiesecker and 
David Naugle provide a roadmap for preserving biodiversity despite the 
threats of energy sprawl. Their strategy—development by design—identifies 
and sets aside land where biodiversity can thrive while consolidating 
development in areas with lower biodiversity value. 

This contributed volume features case studies from countries around the 
world, each describing a different energy sector and the way they have 
successfully maximized biodiversity protection. This book provides a needed 
guide for elected officials, industry representatives, NGOs and community 
groups who have a stake in sustainable energy-development planning.

Joseph M Kiesecker is Lead Scientist for The Nature Conservancy’s Conservation Lands 
Team, in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

David E. Naugle is Professor of Wildlife Biology at the University of Montana in Missoula, 
and a science advisor on the Sage Grouse Initiative to the US Department of Agriculture 
in Washington DC.

EDITORS’ RESIDENCES: Fort Collins, Colorado

Our Renewable Future
Richard Heinberg and 
David Fridley

Energy Development and 
Wildlife Conservation in 
Western North America
Edited by David E. Naugle

New

Energy | March 2016  
6 X 9 | 250 pages. 
Hardcover: $70.00 978-1-61091-721-6
Paperback: $35.00 978-1-61091-722-3  
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-723-0
Island Press Short   
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 



Island Press  www.islandpress.org  800•621•2736
11

Emily Monosson

Natural Defense
Enlisting Bugs and Germs to Protect Our Food and Health

We rely on chemical cures to keep our bodies free from disease and our 
farms free from bugs and weeds. While human and agricultural health 
are rarely considered together, both are based on the same ecology, and 
both are being threatened by organisms that have evolved to resist our 
antibiotics and pesticides. Fortunately, scientists are finding new solutions 
that work with, rather than against, nature. There are viruses that bust 
apart bacteria; insect pheromones that throw crop-destroying moths into 
a misguided sexual frenzy; plant genes edited to protect against disease; 
and a resurgence of the ancient practice of fecal transplants. In this 
hopeful book, Monosson offers a fascinating look into the future of natural 
defenses.

An exploration into the groundbreaking technology informed by ecology

Emily Monosson is an environmental toxicologist and writer. She is an independent 
scholar at the Ronin Institute and an adjunct professor at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst; author of Unnatural Selection: How We are Changing Life, 
Gene by Gene and Evolution in a Toxic World: How Life Responds to Chemical Threats; 
and editor of Motherhood, the Elephant in the Laboratory: Women Scientists Speak Out. 

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: Montague, Massachusetts

Science | June 2017  
6 X 9 | 208 pages.
Hardcover: $30.00 978-1-61091-718-6
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-720-9
Island Press Trade
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 

Unnatural Selection
Emily Monosson

Chasing the Red Queen
Andy Dyer

New
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National Association of City Transportation Officials

Urban Street Stormwater Guide

The Urban Street Stormwater Guide begins from the principle that street 
design can support—or degrade—the urban area’s overall environmental 
health. By incorporating Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) into the 
right-of-way, cities can manage stormwater and reap the public health, 
environmental, and aesthetic benefits of street trees, planters, and 
greenery in the public realm.

Building on the successful NACTO urban street guides, the Urban Street 
Stormwater Guide provides the best practices for the design of GSI along 
transportation corridors. The state-of-the-art solutions in this guide 
will assist urban planners and designers, transportation engineers, city 
officials, ecologists, public works officials, and others interested in the 
role of the built urban landscape in protecting the climate, water quality, 
and natural environment.

Proven best practices for the design of green stormwater infrastructure

The National Association of City Transportation Officials, NACTO, is a membership 
network that provides support and resources for city transportation officials in cities of 
all sizes. 
  
AUTHOR RESIDENCE: New York, New York

New

Land Use Planning | June 2017  
8.25 X 10.75 | 220 pages. | Full color.
Hardcover: $40.00 978-1-61091-812-1  
E-Book: $39.99 978-1-61091-814-5
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Artful Rainwater Design
Stuart Echols and 
Eliza Pennypacker

Designing Greenways
Paul Cawood Hellmund 
and Daniel Smith

Of related interest 
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Aaron T. Wolf

The Spirit of Dialogue
Lessons from Faith Traditions in Transforming Conflict

Over more than twenty years as a mediator, Aaron T. Wolf has learned that 
successful conflict resolution is shaped by complicated dynamics—from how 
comfortable the meeting room is to the participants’ deepest senses of self. 
Bridging seemingly intractable issues means addressing multiple layers of 
needs. Wolf’s approach may be surprising to Westerners who are accustomed 
to separating rationality from spirituality and science from religion. The Spirit 
of Dialogue draws lessons from a diversity of faith traditions to transform 
conflict, from identifying the root cause of anger to aligning with an energy 
beyond oneself—what Christians call grace—to the true listening practiced 
by Buddhist monks. Whether atheist or fundamentalist, Muslim or Jewish, 
Quaker or Hindu, any reader involved in difficult dialogue will find concrete 
steps towards a meeting of souls.

A  novel, yet proven approach to conflict resolution born from faith traditions

Aaron T. Wolf is a Professor of Geography in the College of Earth, Ocean, and 
Atmospheric Sciences at Oregon State University. He has acted as a consultant to the 
World Bank and several international governments and agencies on various aspects of 
transboundary water resources and dispute resolution. A trained mediator/facilitator, 
Wolf directs the Program in Water Conflict Management and Transformation, through 
which he has offered workshops, facilitations, and mediations in basins throughout the 
world. 

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: Corvallis, Oregon

New

Communication | July 2017  
6 X 9 | 248 pages.
Hardcover: $60.00 978-1-61091-616-5
Paper: $30.00 978-1-61091-617-2
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-618-9
Island Press Short
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 

Common Groun on Hostile Turf
Lucy Moore

Communication Skills for 
Conservation Professionals
Susan Kay Jacobson
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